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Helen R. Hodde 
Helen R. Hodde, 73, of Eagle 

Lake passed away Wednesday, 
June 27 at the Rice Medical Cen- 
ter in Eagle Lake. 

She was born September 14, 
1933 in Eagle Lake and was of the 

Obituary 
Baptist faith. 

Helen was preceded in death 
by her parents, Nicholas Ramirez 
and Dolores Ramirez; brothers, 
Augustine Ramirez and Aristeo 
Solis. 

She leaves to cherish her 
memory her husband, Char- 
lie Hodde of Eagle Lake; sons, 
Hugo Ponce and wife, Eloisa, of 
Houston, Hector Ponce and wife, 
Edelia of Houston; sisters, Dora 
Godino and husband, Narcisco 
of Eagle Lake, Erminia Shepard 
and husband, Charles of Kansas, 
Margaret Tatum of Houston; 
brothers, David Ramirez and wife, 
Janie of La Porte, Alex Ramirez 
and wife, Alvinia of Eagle Lake, 
Ray Ramirez and wife, Mary of 
Eagle Lake, Edward Ramirez and 
wife, Kathy of Pasadena, Nicolas 

Eagle Lake Funeral Home 
Monuments - Pre-Arranged Burial Plans 

Under New Ownership - Family Owned 
Barry D. Shepard, Funeral Director • Frank Navarro 

607 N. Mc Carty Ave., Eagle Lake, Texas 

979-234-2011 
Serving Families with Compassion and Dignity 

Pictured from L- R: Back Row:, 
'die Solis, JoAnn Gardner, \fane$sai]$a$a 

Front Row: Dr. Francisco Ortiz 

Wharton Family Clinic 
"Now Seeing Patients" 
Walk-Ins/ New/ Established Patients 

Se Habla Espanol. 
1317 Hospital Dr. • Wharton • (979) 531-1200 

In Memory of Harrison "Sloppy" Johnson 
September 22,1949 - July 3, 2006 

Not a day goes by that I don't think of you. 
They say I should move on, but tell me where? 
Where such love as I have shared with you, 
Such sweetness from such joy so many years? 
There has to be some room for storing sorrow, 
Some place to keep one's undivided pain, 
Where past can still be present, though in shadow, 
We will be together always, 
Though you are dead, and I must live alone. 
Time is nothing but an open window 
To things more real, which you and I have known. 
When we were married, we became one flesh; 
So now in me you'll not return to dust. 
My mind and heart have not yet lost a friend 
Even though my senses are bereft, 
For you remain the witness of my soul. 
No mere accident our love can end 
So long as I have will and memory left, and you 
Lie silent on some unknown shoal. 

Loving You Always 
Ruby Johnson 

Jim, 

COLUMBUS EYE 

Ramirez of Pasadena, John Timo- 
thy Ramirez of Missouri City; 
grandchildren, Daniel Ponce, 
John Ponce, Cynthia Bowles and 
Stephanie Ponce; great grandchil- 
dren, Jaydon Ponce and Cameron 
Ponce and other relatives and 
loved ones. 

Visitation was held Thursday, 
June 28 from 2 p.m. until 8 p.m. 
at the Eagle Lake Funeral Home 
Chapel. 

Funeral services were held 
Friday, June 29 at 3 p.m. at the 
Eagle Lake Funeral Home with 
the Rev. Mario Vasquez officiat- 
ing. Interment followed at Lake- 
side Mausoleum in Eagle Lake. 
Arrangements were under the 
direction of Eagle Lake Funeral 
Home. 

Pallbearers were Daniel 
Ponce, John Ponce, Jim Mathis, 
Brandon Mathis, Ricky Bowles, 
and Michael Guzman. 

Sympathy is extended to the 
family in their loss. 

Views Around The Lake 
by Cindy Klopsteck 

"Those who are used to a 
cage will weep for a cage." — Y. 
Yevtushenko 

We can thank God that we are 
in a country where we are used to 
freedom. But, because of that, are 
we too often taking our freedom 
for granted? As July 4th arrives 
this year, it's time again to cel- 
ebrate that freedom. Let's hope 
there will not be a day when, 
because we have lost it, we will 
weep for it. 

The word "freedom" is used 
often and perhaps loosely in our 
society, for there are many differ- 
ent forms of freedom. 

The American bald eagle, a na- 
tional symbol, was freed this past 
week from the protection of the 
Endangered Species Act. Hunters 
and DDT poisoning brought the 
number of eagles to just 417 pairs 
in 1963, but there are now nearly 
10,000 mating pairs documented 

Our Lady Of Rosary 
Holds Domino Party 

Court Our Lady of the Rosary 
#1595, Nada hosted the monthly 
Domino Party with 38 seniors at- 
tending on Wednesday June 27 at 
St. Mary's Parish Hall. 

Hostesses Helen Noteboom, 
Janie Mae Popp, Irene Seifert, Ja- 
ms Phillips, Henrietta Baumgar- 

Subscribe To 
The Headlight 

979-234-5521 

Columbus Livestock 
Co., Inc. 

Todd Keaton, Owner 979-732-2622 
Sale Every Thursday 
 10:30 a.m.  

THURSDAY, JUNE 28 
CATTLE ON HAND-1248 

HORSES-0   GOATS-0    DONKEY-0 
#OFSELLERS-184 

PACKER COWS 
Higher dressing utility & cutter cows 52-6? 
Lower dressing utility & cutter cows 44-51 
Thin Cows 36-43 
PACKER BULLS 
Heavyweight bulls 66-71 
Utility cutter bulls 59-65 

STEERS #1 #2 
150-300 lbs 150-185 120-145 
300-400 lbs 128-145 113-127 
400-500 lbs 120-130 108-119 
500-600 lbs 112-122 98-108 
600-700 lbs 108-115 95-107 
700-800 lbs 103-110 88-98 

HEIFERS #1 #2 
200-300 lbs 135-165 120-135 
300-400 lbs 114-122 102-113 
400-500 lbs 108-118 98-107 
500-600 lbs 105-113 95-104 
600-700 lbs 100-110 89-99 
700-800 lbs 86-98 80-86 

STOCKERCOWS 
Good Stacker Cow/calf Pairs     875-1050 
Medium Cow/calf Pairs 750-870 
Common Cow/calf Pairs 625-745 
Good Stacker Cows & Heifers     750-900 
Medium Stacker Cows & Heifers 575-745 

ten, and Anita Meismer served 
refreshments of assorted cookies 
prepared by Janie Mae and iced 
tea. 

The seniors enjoyed an after- 
noon of playing dominos and visit- 
ing with Father Joe Vrana and all 
their friends. 

Domino winners were 42-Hi 
Leo Popp, low Mary Ann Wali- 
gura. Straight domino winners 
were Viola Kaluza, Irene Seifert, 
Gladys Tyler and Viola Frels and 
Train winner Patsy Miller. 

The winners received a prize 
including the traveling prize, 
which was won by Alvin Cada. Ed 
Moeller celebrated a birthday dur- 
ing the month and received a gift 
from the hostesses. 

The next domino party will be 
held on Wednesday July 25, from 
2-4:30 p.m. and seniors of the area 
are invited to come to enjoy an 
afternoon of playing dominos. 

by biologists. The bird does re- 
main on the protective list. 

Bruce Willis revived and freed 
his old movie character John 
McClane in the "Die Hard" ac- 
tion movie franchise, coming 
in this past opening week as 
the number two movie in the 
nation. This fourth sequel "Live 
Free or Die Hard" was released 
mid-summer primed for July 4 
patriotic viewing. 

This past week Tony Blair 
freed himself from the contro- 
versial confines of British Prime 
Minister after ten years. His for- 
mal resignation has allowed him 
to accept the position of special 
envoy to the Middle East, which 
only time will tell how freeing that 
move may prove to be. 

Prisoners freed with new DNA 
evidence after years of incarcera- 
tion have been making the news, 
proving the innocence they always 
professed. 

Then there's ex-prisoner Paris 
Hilton who, after three weeks of 
closely-watched monitoring by the 
media, was released (again and in 
final completion) from her recent 
sentencing. One pleasant follow- 
up of freedom: US Weekly maga- 
zine featured this week a 100% 
Paris-free magazine. For readers 
tired of revisiting this overly-sen- 
sationalized topic, that's indeed 
freedom from something. 

I decided to check on freedom 
feelings closer to home in Eagle 
Lake, and spoke with Len Matula, 
Commander, and Melvin Stancik, 
Adjutant, of the local VFW. Boast- 
ing 43 proud members, this or- 
ganization is responsible for 
displaying the beautiful flowing 
American flags around our town 
on official flag days in the year. 

Specifically, officers August 
Servantes, Sr. and Billy Sala- 
zar, were recognized as the two 
members responsible for this 
always-appreciated display of 
our colors. 

Mr. Matula also encouraged 
citizens to display their flags ev- 
ery day, but especially on those 

special days of remembrance. In 
proud service to their country, Mr. 
Matula served in Viet Nam and 
Mr. Stancik in Korea. 

That reminded me of another 
local soldier, and I spoke with Su- 
san and Gayle Gertson later that 
day about the meaning and value 
of freedom. Gayle wanted to re- 
mind everyone celebrating the 
4th that, regardless of personal 
opinion about the conflict in Iraq, 
we should all remember and 
support our troops. "The bicker- 
ing and disgruntled expressions 
about our presence in Iraq does 
affect the men and women serving 
there," he said. 

So let's celebrate and feel the 
freedom and fortune of American 
life in our hometown of Eagle 
Lake. Let's prepare the night of 
July 3rd by watching the local stir- 
ring fireworks display, listening to 
the patriotic strains of music as 
the many bursting lights fill the 
night sky. Then let's go peace- 
fully and thankfully home to our 
safe havens, thanking God for 
family and friends and liberty. 

We can all awake to an amaz- 
ing (red, white and) blue morning 
sky on the 4th and, in eating those 
hot dogs or ribs, throwing those 
horseshoes or enjoying the cool 
waters of a lake or the hot sun at 
the beach - remember why we do 
celebrate the 4th. 

In the midst of the celebrating, 
let's take a moment to recognize 
and honor our freedom. Locally, 
two years ago this past February, 
we had the occasion to weep for 
that freedom as Clint Gertson 
was memorialized for his service 
and sacrifice in Iraq. Gayle said 
his last words to him were, "Tell 
everybody: freedom is not free. 

We must live it, cherish it, cele- 
brate it.. .and hope we will seldom 
have to seek it or weep for it. 

Editor's note: The fireworks 
show on July 3 mentioned in this 
article was postponed after the 
submission of the article. The 
show will be rescheduled on a date 
yet to be determined. 

THC Plans Tall Ship Tour 
For a truly unique summer 

exploit climb aboard the restored 
1877 Official Tall Ship of Texas, 
ELISSA. This historic ship, the 
second oldest operational sailing 
vessel in the world, has its orien- 
tation meeting for seamanship 
training on Saturday July 21. 
The orientation includes a tour 
of this historic ship and informa- 
tion on the Seamanship Training 
Program. Experienced crew 
members will also be on hand to 
demonstrate maintenance proj- 
ects and sail handling. 

ELISSA was designated by 
the National Park Service as a 
National Historic Landmark. The 
square-rigged ship was built in 
1877 and is one of three pre-20th 
century ships in the United States 
that has been restored to full 
sailing capacity. She was named 
the "Official Tall Ship of Texas" 

by Gov. Rick Perry in June 2005. 
ELISSA's restoration was com- 
pleted in 1982 by the Galveston 
Historical Foundation. 

In 2000, the Galveston Histori- 
cal Foundation received funding 
for 

ELISSAfromtheTexas Histor- 
ical Commission (THC) through a 
Texas Preservation Trust Fund 
(TPTF) Grant. The foundation 
was awarded $4,901 to replace 
the mizzenmast, an important 
structural element on the ship. 
TPTF grants are bestowed upon 
preservation projects throughout 
the state and pay up to one-half 
of total project costs to help pro- 
tect Texas' cultural resources. 
Projects eligible for TPTF grant 
consideration include historic 
structures, archeological sites, 
archeological curatorial facilities 
and education projects. 

Want Ads Work 
Wonders! 

The Seamanship Training 
Program offers extreme travelers 
the opportunity to learn ancient 
nautical skills and techniques. 
Upon completing the classes, 
which take place on designated 
Saturdays, participants are eli- 
gible to become volunteer crew 
members. Volunteers earn the 
privilege of sailing the open wa- 
ters as the crew ELISSA takes out 
to sea. An adventure few experi- 
ence, participants learn to climb 
ELISSA's rigging, including the 
main mast, which towers 99 feet 
above the deck, a feat requiring 
both skill and bravery. A truly 
unique experience, it is the only 
program in which an all-volun- 
teer crew is fully prepared and 
given the opportunity to operate 
the ship. 

For more information on ven- 
turing out to sea aboard ELISSA, 
contact the Texas Seaport Muse- 
um at 409-763-1877. For additional 
information on TPTF grants visit 
the THC's web site at www.thc. 
state.tx.us. 

Comprehensive Eye Care... Fashionable Eye Wear! 

o T 

TODD M. HOVIS, M.D. 
LORI J. LEARNED, M.D. 
ARUN G. NAYAR, M.D. 

HANH M. NGUYEN, O.D. 

JULY 
SPECJALS 

Columbus 
979-732-5771 

ROUTINE EYE EXAMS FRAMES & LENSES 
♦ Children & Students $60 ♦  Buy One pair of Prescription Eyeglasses at 
♦ Adults (established) $115 Regular Price, get the Second pair at 50% off. 
♦ Adults (new) $145 ♦  Get 25% off all Children's Eyeglasses. 

(Offer ends July 31, 2007. Specials not viuilid with medial diagnosis, other discounts, sale items, and most insurance plans.) 

Katy 
281-829-3937 

La Grange 
979-968-3953 

Sealy 
979-885-0665 

Advertise your business 
HERE 

by calling 979-234-5521 

FIRST 
r/t/at£o/ia/ 
^^ BANK 

Member F.D.I.C.-Bank of Friendly Service-Eagle Lake 

Lissie Flying Service 
Farmer to Farmer Agriculture Flying 

Lissie, Texas 234-2482 
It's not too late, a subscription is a great 

birthday or graduation present for everyone. 
Call 979-234-5521 or email, 

eaglelakeheadlight@sbcglohal.net for our 
current rate for your town. 

£»Ble lake l?e»Mi0ht 

Attend the Church of Your Choice... 
EQUIPPERS OUTREACH FELLOWSHIP INTERNATIONAL: 200 N. College, 

Weimar, Texas 78962; 979-725-8233; Pastor Jerry Adkins. 
GREATER RISING STAR BAPTIST CHURCH: 580 Old Altair Road, Eagle Lake; 

Rev. Truman Scott Sr., Pastor; 234-2423 or 758-3745. 
GREATER UNION BAPTIST CHURCH: Matthews Community; Co. Rd. 141; Rev. 

Lawrence C. Robertson, Pastor; 234-2581. 
MT.CARMELMISSIONARYBAPTIST CHURCH: Hwy. 90-A (Pecan Valley), Eagle 

Lake; Rev. H.O. Williams, Pastor; 234-5813. 
LIVING HOPE CHURCH: Eagle Lake; Revs. Joe and Mercy Fling; 234-5536. 
BEREA CLADIC: 623 Maple Avenue, Eagle Lake; 234-2130. 
ROCK ISLAND FULL GOSPEL: P.O. Box 232, Rock Island; 234-5840. 
CHRISTIAN CITY FELLOWSHIP: 1140 Meyer, Sealy; Rusty Griffin, Pastor. 
THE DAY OF PENTECOST APOSTOLISTIC REVIVAL RISING STAR: FM 102 

South, Matthews; 4 p.m. (at Mt. Zion), Rev. R.L. Carter Sr. 
GREATER NEW FAITH CHURCH: 6406 Guyler, Wallis; Rev. Clay Spears, Pastor; 

979478-2169. 
EAST BERNARD FIRST BAPTIST 
FIRST BAPTIST: 527 N. Lake, Eagle Lake; Rev. Chris Thacker, Pastor, 234-2571. 
FRIENDSHIP BAPTIST: 405 S. Lake, Eagle Lake; 234-5795. 
IGLESIA BAUTISTIA GETSEMANI: 901 B Street, Eagle Lake; Rev. Mario 

Vasquez. 
GREATER MT. OLIVE BAPTIST: Rev. Dave Curry; 709 N. Lake, Eagle Lake; 

234-3545. 
WRIGHT GROVE BAPTIST: Rev. TJ. Cunningham Jr.; Altair. 
PROVIDENCE BAPTIST: 1207 Seaholm, Eagle Lake; Rev. Coby Shorter Jr., 234-3735. 
CHRIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH: 306 E. Stockbridge, Eagle Lake, 234-3437. 
ROCK ISLAND BAPTIST: Bob Allison, Pastor. 
SHERIDAN FIRST BAPTIST: FM 2437; Rev. Jim Dunn, Pastor, 234-3136. 
WHITE CLOUD BAPTIST CHURCH: 202 Old Altair Road, Eagle Lake; Rev. Obie 

Rhodes. Pastor; 234-3800. 

CHURCH OF CHRIST: Sheridan. 
NEW LIFE FELLOWSHIP: Hwy. 90A, Sheridan; Del Sanford, Pastor; 234-3276. 
CHRIST OUR REDEEMER-CharismarJc: Jerry C. McKinney, Pastor; 979478-7534 

or 478-6512. 
HOLY CROSS CATHOLIC CHURCH: East Bernard. 
CATHOLIC PARISH OF THE NATIVITY: Our Lady of Perpetual Help Sanctuary: 308 N. 

Stevenson, Eagle Lake; 8 a.m. (Espanol), 10 a.m. (English) 6 p.m. Saturday (English), 
Rev. Robert F. Guerra, P.O. Box 307; 234-2842. 

ST. MARY'S CATHOLIC CHURCH: Box 97, Nada; Fr. Joe Vrana; 758-3218. 
GRACE LUTHERAN: 408 N. Stevenson, Eagle Lake; Services begin at 10 a.m.; Rev. 

Clements Richard, Pastor; 234-3381. 
LEHRER MEMORIAL UNITED METHODIST: Garwood; 9 a.m. worship. 
LISSIE UNITED METHODIST: J. L. Craft, Pastor; 234-2112, Lissie. 
ROCK ISLAND METHODIST: Ken Seller Jr. Lay-Pastor. 
UNITED METHODIST: 200 W. Prairie; Sunday School 9:30 am, Worship, 10:45 a.m. 
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN: 106 E. State Street, Eagle Lake; 234-3368. 
VINE OF THE LORD: 1300 E. State Street, Eagle Lake; Rev. Paul Aguilar, Pastor; 

234-7543. 
CrossRoad ASSEMBLY OF GOD: 510 Wallace, East Bernard; Pastor George Kutach; 

979-335-7706. 
THE CHURCH OF CHRIST OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS: 600 W. St., Sealy; Marshall 

Crosby, Branch Pres. 
CHURCH OF CHRIST: 815 Milam, Columbus; Lynn Wilson, Minister. 
THE SHEPHERD'S WAY: Interdenomination Christian Fellowship; 1225 Eagle Lake 

Road, Sealy, Frank Lucas, Pastor; 979-885-1225. 
SOUTH POINT BAPTIST CHURCH: 6407 Hwy 71-S, Garwood; 979-758-3039. 
ASEMBLEA DE DIOS HOSANNA: 403 East Main, Eagle Lake; 979-732-1966; Pastor 

Romero Rodriguez Jr. 
BIBLE TRUTH APOSTOLIC CHURCH: Corner of S. Wharton & E. First St., El Campo; 

Pastor Larry T. Smith, 979-543-2331.-non-denominational. 

Bible Verse 
of The Week 

"He that cometh to God must 
believe that he is, and that is a 
rewarder of them that diligently 
seek him." 

-Hebrews 11:6 
Submitted by Donna Samora 

ALL AROUND 
COWBOY CHURCH 
2551 Hwy. 36 North • Sealy 

Everyone is WELCOME 
A come as you are Church. 
Sunday 10 a.m.; Bible Study, 

6 p.m.; Wednesday, 7 p.m. 
Pastor: Sonny Rice 
979-885-2799 

> 


